
 

FOREWORD 
 

Since the early 1930's the emblem of the St. Paul Ski Club (shown on the title page), has included the phrase, "Organized in 
1885". Obviously, there are none of the current members who can vouch for the accuracy of that statement, but regardless, it 
certainly demands a centennial celebration in the year 1985. In this treatise, some credibility of the founding of the club which had 
its beginnings so long ago will be established as having taken place in the year 1885. 

During the summer of 1984 a project was begun to collect information about the club's activities over the past 100 years. The 
objective of collecting this information in conjunction with a celebration on the 100th birthday of the St. Paul Ski Club was to 
publish the results and they are herein contained. 

The research found during the collection of information about the history of the St. Paul Ski Club has established that indeed 
there was a ski club organized in St. Paul on November 30, 1885, and that in one form or another it had continued, with few lapses, 
to the present time in history. This glimpse into the past 100 years is an attempt to record the highlights of the first century of the 
St. Paul Ski Club, with the hope and anticipation that these chapters will enable those who wish to mark the second 100 years, in 
the year 2085, to do so with a minimum of difficulty. 
 

 TOM HARRINGTON  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

While the year 1885 was extremely early in the history of skiing in the United States, it must be noted that skiing in Europe, 
and the Scandinavian countries in particular, was also in the formative years. 

It has been chronicled that Norwegian military units carried on ski contests as early as 1767, but civilian participants did not 
compete in open competitions until the year 1843 at Tromsoy, Norway.1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The osier binding invented by Sondre Norheim more than 100 years ago. 



A revolutionary binding that was developed by Sondre Norheim of Telemark, Norway, during the 1850's was heralded as a 
great innovation. The new binding, the first in over 4,000 years of skiing, incorporated a thong around the heel in addition to a 
strap over the toe. 

At an 1866 ski jumping tournament in Telemark, Norway, the new binding made its first big impression; it led to the 
development of an advanced jumping style by the skiers of the area. 

In 1879, the "Telemarken peasants" came to Huseby Hill, near Christiana (now Oslo), Norway, and demonstrated their new 
style so impressively that it became the recognized classic technique of that era. 

For the first time the long pole that had traditionally been held with both hands and dragged to one side by the skier to regulate 
his speed and assist his balance was discarded. Instead, they carried a fir twig 'in one hand, stood erect, and jumped as far as 76 
feet, landing on their feet in good balance. They finished their ride with a dramatic turn, creating a shower of snow, and coming to 
a stop facing the hill.2 

The picturesque and stylish telemark landing, to this day gracefully performed by the top ski jumping stylists, has carried over 
from the first competitions held at Christiana those five score and six years ago. 

Hard times fell on Europe in the 1880's and many Scandinavians emigrated to the United States, bringing with them the skiing 
heritage and the desire to promote the sport in their new land. 

One of these pioneer "Telemarken peasants" was Mikkel Hemmestvedt, who pioneered the sport of ski jumping in the United 
States. It was Mikkel Hemmestvedt who won the first ski jumping competitions held in St. Paul, Minnesota, in 1887. 

The annals will bear out the importance of the events in St. Paul as being a landmark tournament. In 1883, the Norwegian Ski 
Association was formed and ski jumping competitions were held on Huseby Hill. However, it was not until 1892 that competitions 
began at the famous Holmenkollen ski complex on the outskirts of Oslo. Thus the first competitions hcld in St. Paul, Minnesota, in 
1887 pre-dated the prestigious Holmenkollen competitions by five years. 

The formation of the ski club in St. Paul, Minnesota, November 30, 1885, was indeed a pioneering event. With the beginning 
of organized skiing in St. Paul the sport spread throughout the region. Ski clubs began to flourish; through the years, ski jumping 
clubs could be found in Minnesota in such places as Hibbing, Starbuck, Coleraine, Grand Rapids, Cloquet, Wannamingo, 
Glenwood, Dalton, Virginia, Deer River, Winona, Northfield, Cannon Falls, Grand Marais, Franconia, Stillwater, Ada, Lanesboro, 
Bovey, Brainerd, Rochester, Ely, Duluth, Rushford, Zumbrota, South St. Paul, Edina, Austin, Cook, Cass Lake and Minneapolis. 

It should be noted that equal numbers of Nordic ski clubs entertained success throughout the entire region. Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Illinois, and the Dakotas, at one time all flourished with ski clubs whose members enjoyed the thrill that can be found 
out-of-doors in the wintertime on a pair of "boards". 

Skiing flourished for many years in the Nordic aspects of the sport. Ski jumping and cross-country competitions were the 
mainstay of the ski sport through the formative years. It was not until the 1920's and 1930's that Alpine skiing began to gain in 
popularity. This came with the invention and refinement of the ski tows, and has continued a steady growth to the present day. 

The Alpine aspects of the sport were not introduced as Olympic contests until year 1936, some 12 years after the Nordic sport, 
ski jumping and cross-country running, had become a part of the games in 1924. 

There is some evidence that other ski clubs had earlier beginnings in the United States. The Alturas Snow Shoe Club, LaPorte, 
California, is said to have been founded in 1867. The Nansen Ski Club, Berlin, New Hampshire, is listed in some chronicles as 
having begun on January 15, 1882. Another pioneer in the sport of skiing is the Altoona, Pennsylvania Ski Club which may have 
begun in 1885. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fridtj of Nansen was already a keen skier at the age of nineteen, when this photo was taken. Seven years later he became 
the first man to cross Greenland on skis. 



Evidence is somewhat cloudy regarding the actual formation of these various organizations, however, and differing bits of 
historical evidence establish a variety of periods in history of the actual formations of organizations dedicated to the promotion of 
the ski sport. The famous explorer Nansen made his trip across Greenland in 1888, and in 1896 he made his trek to the North 
Pole.3 These dates are several years after the 1882 date reported for the founding of the ski club named in his honor in Berlin, New 
Hampshire. Additionally, a quote from an article by the secretary of the Nansen Ski Club in the "Ski Sport" for the season 1924-25 
states, "The Nansen Ski Club was organized in New Berlin, New Hampshire, in 1905. The original club was Ski Clubben Fritjof 
Nansen, named in honor of the famous Norwegian."4 Acknowledging these bits of information, it is highly possible that the 
Nansen Ski Club was not the first club formed in the U.S. as is often reported in the literature. 

Probably the earliest U.S. ski club, formed to foster the development and growth of the Alpine aspect of the ski sport was the 
prestigious Dartmouth Outing Club of Hanover, New Hampshire, in 1909. In Europe, the Davos Ski Club in Switzerland, formed 
in 1903, likely led the way among the Alpine organizations of the world.5 

Among the very early developments in the ski world was the establishment of what could well have been the first commercial 
ski factory in the United States. In 1879 Martin Strand opened his ski factory in the City of St. Pau1.6 

During this exciting era of growth-the City of St. Paul had a population of near 120,000 in 1885-there were such "new" 
concepts on the market as the telephone and electric lights which were still considered novelties. 

Automobiles and electric street cars were non-existent. Newspapers carried advertisements extolling land developments in the 
suburbs of Gladstone and Lake Elmo. 

Some other occurrences during that period of history included Custer's Last Stand in 1876; the death of the famous Indian 
Chief Geronimo took place in 1886; Sitting Bull was killed in 1890; Louisa Mae Alcott obtained a copyright for her new book, 
Little Women, in 1880; and President Grover Cleveland was serving his first term in the White House and led the dedication 
services for the "new" Statute of Liberty in 1886. 

That the sport of ski jumping has survived in St. Paul over these 100 years is due to the efforts of numerous, dedicated 
members. It is in the memory and appreciation of these members, both living and dead, that this publication is dedicated. 
 


